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Beautification
A Wildflower Planting at 

Halpatiokee Regional Park

Ann McCormick

Martin County Master Gardener



Scope of Project:
• County Board adopted Wildflower 

Resolution.

• 4160 sq ft park entry medians chosen for 
high visibility.

• Native wildflower species appropriate to 
site conditions.

• 36 volunteers, 26 Master Gardeners.



Seed List

• Partridge Pea, 

• Blue Mist Flower, 

• Leavenworth’s Tickseed, 

• Purple Love Grass, 

• Yellowtops, 

• Florida Greeneyes,

• Blanketflower, 

• Bitterweed, 

• Standing Cypress, 

• Chapmans Blazing Star, 

• Slender Blazing Star, 

• Sunshine Mimosa, 

• Helmet Skullcap,

• Narrowleaf Ironweed, 

• White Prickly Poppy, 

• Sneezeweed, 

• Spotted Bee Balm. 



Most of our 36 volunteers, 26 are Master 
Gardeners, several of them also belong to, the 

Garden Club of Stuart and/or the Florida Native 
Plant Society



Inform the 
public about 
the project

We sponsored a lecture, author Rufino
Osorio spoke about the wildflowers we 
chose for the project. 



32 volunteers on seeding day contributed 
64 hours of labor



Twice weekly irrigation until established



2 months  



6 months



9 months
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Florida Master Gardener 
Demonstration/Educational 

Garden Award
UF/IFAS Extension Service 

Orange County



Brief Description

• 2004/2005 Hurricane 
season, fallen trees and 
heavy equipment piled 
debris until it could be 
disposed

• 2007 – 14 acre site 
became the new 
Extension outdoor 
classroom

• 2010 Master Gardeners 
funded $3,500 to start 
the development of the 
garden

• 2012 – Grand Opening of 
the “Exploration 
Gardens” 
– Still a work in progress

• 2013 – drainage is still a 
major issue
– French Drains added
– Swales created
– 30” augers on powered 

vehicle carved out 5’ deep 
hold through compacted 
surface soil and subsurface 
hardpan



In the Beginning

• Know where you want 
to be

• Develop a plan

• Solicit “in-kind” service 
assistance from 
professionals

• Believe in the project

• Pitch in where you can



Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

• Official dedication of 
the “Exploration 
Gardens”

• County Commissioner

• DED

• CED/County 
Department Head

• Shareholders

• Extension Agents



Event Garden

• A formal layout that 
gives homeowners the
opportunity to see a 
variety of plants for 
home landscapes

• Plants feature small 
trees, formal hedges, 
and a rotating display of 
seasonal annual flowers



Butterfly Garden

• Contains a collection of 
cool season, warm 
season and perennial 
plants that support the 
full life cycle of Florida's 
native butterflies

– Nectar sources for adults

– Food for caterpillars



Eco Garden

• Designed to educate 
residents on turf 
alternatives, ground 
covers, edible 
landscaping, and native 
plants

• No irrigation system so 
what grows here 
survives on average 
rainfall and occasional 
hand watering



Home and Small Farm 
Vegetable Garden

• Showcases various 
methods for 
homeowners to grow 
vegetables:

– Raised beds

– Square foot gardens

– Self-watering containers

– Vertical and floating 
hydroponic systems

• Compost demo area



Bog Garden

• Compaction causes rain 
water to pool on the 
surface from hours to 
days

• Choose plants that are 
suited for wet, muddy 
conditions:

– Bald Cypress

– Plants that can tolerate 
“wet feet”



Fruit Tree Garden

• Showcases over thirty 
varieties of fruit trees 
for central Florida

• Labeled with the variety 
and harvest season as 
well as any special cold 
protections or 
requirements



Succulent Garden

• Plants with low water 
needs are adapted to 
survive with very little 
water and receive no 
regular irrigation

• Various succulents, 
agaves, and other 
xerophytic plants are 
chosen for different 
textures and colors



Master Gardeners 
Want to be Involved

• In 2012, 39 Master 
Gardeners
– Donated 460 hours
– $8,733 “In-kind” service 

hours

• Exploration Gardens 
serve as a teaching 
resource by teaching 
proper planting, 
maintenance, plant care, 
fertilizing, water 
management, pest 
control and key plant 
selection to County 
residents



Site Evaluation

• Explorations Gardens are 
evaluated through an 
online and a paper survey

• www.facebook.com/gard
enflorida was viewed 
over 4,000 times per 
month

• At the end of November 
2012, this page was 
“Liked” by 256 followers 
and had average of three 
posts made weekly

http://www.facebook.com/gardenflorida


Help to Target Audiences 
One Example

• 89.5% of those attending 
the Micro-irrigation classes 
reported an increase in 
knowledge of the basics of 
micro-irrigation

• Of this group, 33% had 
implemented micro-
irrigation changes in their 
yard and 63% had changed 
their irrigation system to be 
more efficient (clock 
settings and over-spray)



Results

• 2012
– 37 classes or educational 

tours were taught

– 343 people attended 
programs in the 
Exploration Gardens 

• Florida's nursery 
industry and retailers 
donated more than 800 
plants with a value of 
$10,720



Questions?

• If a picture is worth a 
thousand words, then a 
real plant growing in a 
garden is worth a million 
words!

• Exploration Gardens is a 
place to show County 
residents the right plant 
in the right place
– Giving them the 

opportunity to see a plant 
rather than just looking at 
a picture
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2013 Award of Excellence
Extension Awareness

Michael Burba

Santa Rosa County Master Gardener



Overview

• January 2013 – Established Outreach project

• Scheduled more events

• Developed business cards to distribute

• Encouraged MG recruitment at events

• Encouraged public to use Extension services

• Saw increase in clinic contactsx



Improvements Seen
Year Personal Contacts at Events Clinic Visits

2011 51 1461

2012 113 1760

2013 344 2152

2014 838 2180

2015 725 745 (as of 6/30)



Challenges

• Volunteers who will engage public

• Expanding into focused areas

– realtor groups 

– driver’s license and voter registration office

• Volunteers for clinic hours

• Concern for dropping numbers this yearx
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Service to 4-H and Other Youth
Sumter County
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Special Audiences

Howie Johnson

Sumter County Master Gardener

http://sumtercountyfl.gov/
http://sumtercountyfl.gov/


Our Population

Of the 115,000 residents of The Villages, most are:

• From other states/ countries

• Unfamiliar with the plants, climate and soils of 
Central Florida

• Anxious to landscape their new homes

• Tempted by the pretty colors and exotic foliage of 
tropical plants that may not survive Central Florida 
winter freezes

• Making poor and often expensive landscape choices



The Objective

Develop an education program on how to plan, plant and 

maintain landscapes using Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ 

principles.

Mission Statement: “To inform and instruct residents of The 

Villages, Florida in Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ practices. This 

includes the selection of plants suited for Horticultural Zone 9A, 

proper water management practices and general care of 

residential landscapes.”



Master Gardener Speaker Series
Monthly seminars on the selection and care of landscaping appropriate to Central 
Florida, designed for an audience of senior citizens

Format

• 10 minutes welcome and introduction period 

• 45 minutes presentation

• Q & A  period

Added a “donate to win” component using Zone 9A plants as prizes

Publicity is key to growing attendance

• Local newspapers

• E mail blast to approx. 4,700 recipients of the UF/IFAS Sumter 
County monthly “Gardener’s Journal”



Popular Programs

• To prune or not to prune

• Lawn care  - fertilizing, irrigating, mowing & pests 

• Rejuvenating landscapes

• Landscaping for wildlife

• Plant this, not that

• Growing healthy palms

• Citrus and alternatives

• Perennials in the landscape

• Container gardening and herbs

• Winter landscapes and cold protection                                                             
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Survey Results

Quantified behavior changes: 

41.1%  water usage declined

48.1%  now water only on assigned days

33.4%  use least toxic pesticides

34.1%  apply pesticides as spot treatments versus broad 
application

35.6%  use UF recommended slow release or controlled 
release fertilizer for landscape plants

74.1% changed their plant selections to Florida-Friendly™

plants 

86.7% shared knowledge gained with others 


