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Scope of Project:

* County Board adopted Wildflower
Resolution.

* 4160 sq ft park entry medians chosen for
high visibility.

* Native wildflower species appropriate to
site conditions.

e 36 volunteers, 26 Master Gardeners.



Seed List

Partridge Pea,  Chapmans Blazing Star,
Blue Mist Flower, * Slender Blazing Star,
Leavenworth’s Tickseed, * Sunshine Mimosa,

Purple Love Grass, * Helmet Skullcap,
Yellowtops, * Narrowleaf Ironweed,
Florida Greeneyes, * White Prickly Poppy,
Blanketflower, * Sneezeweed,
Bitterweed, e Spotted Bee Balm.

Standing Cypress,



I\/Iost of our 36 volunteers 26 are Master
Gardeners, several of them also belong to, the
Garden Club of Stuart and/or the Florida Native
Plant Society



Inform the
public about
the project

We sponsored a lecture, author Rufino
Osorio spoke about the wildflowers we
chose for the project.




32 volunteers on seedmg day co'ntrlbuted
64 hours of labor



Twice weekly irrigation until established
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Brief Description

e 2004/2005 Hurricane e 2012 - Grand Opening of
season, fallen trees and the “Exploration
heavy equipment piled Gardens”
debris until it could be — Still a work in progress
disposed * 2013 —drainage is still a

e 2007 — 14 acre site major issue
became the new — French Drains added
Extension outdoor  GullEs st
classroom — 30” augers on powered

e 2010 Master Gardeners vehicle carved out 5’ deep
funded $3,500 to start hold throu_gh compacted
the development of the surface soil and subsurface

garden hardpan
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In the Beginning

 Know where you want
to be

* Develop a plan

e Solicit “in-kind” service
assistance from
professionals

* Believe in the project

* Pitch in where you can

UF | LEAS Extension ORANGE COUNTY
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

e Official dedication of
the “Exploration
Gardens”

* County Commissioner
* DED

 CED/County
Department Head

 Shareholders
* Extension Agents

UF | IFAS Extension ORANGE COUNTY
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Event Garden

e A formal layout that
gives homeowners the
opportunity to see a
variety of plants for
home landscapes

e Plants feature small
trees, formal hedges,
and a rotating display of
seasonal annual flowers

OrANGE COUNTY
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Butterfly Garden

e Contains a collection of
cool season, warm
season and perennia
plants that support the
full life cycle of Florida's
native butterflies

— Nectar sources for adults

— Food for caterpillars
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Eco Garden

* Designed to educate
residents on turf
alternatives, ground
covers, edible
landscaping, and native
plants

* No irrigation system so
what grows here
survives on average
rainfall and occasional
hand watering

UF |IEAS Extension ORANGE COUNTY
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Home and Small Farm
Vegetable Garden

 Showcases various
methods for
homeowners to grow
vegetables:
— Raised beds
— Square foot gardens

— Self-watering containers
— Vertical and floating
hydroponic systems

 Compost demo area

UF | IFAS Extension ORANGE COUNTY
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Bog Garden

* Compaction causes rain
water to pool on the
surface from hours to
days

* Choose plants that are
suited for wet, muddy
conditions:

— Bald Cypress

— Plants that can tolerate
“wet feet”
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Fruit Tree Garden

* Showcases over thirty
varieties of fruit trees
for central Florida

* Labeled with the variety
and harvest season as
well as any special cold
protections or
requirements

UF |IEAS Extension =, 2\ ORANGE COUNTY
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Succulent Garden

* Plants with low water
needs are adapted to
survive with very little
water and receive no
regular irrigation

e Various succulents,
agaves, and other
xerophytic plants are
chosen for different
textures and colors

UF | LEAS Extension ORANGE COUNTY
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Master Gardeners

Want to be Involved

* |In 2012, 39 Master
Gardeners
— Donated 460 hours
— S$8,733 “In-kind” service

hours

* Exploration Gardens
serve as a teaching
resource by teaching
proper planting,
maintenance, plant care,
fertilizing, water
management, pest
control and key plant
selection to County

residents

UF |IEAS Extension ORANGE COUNTY
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Site Evaluation

* Explorations Gardens are
evaluated through an
online and a paper survey

 www.facebook.com/gard
enflorida was viewed
over 4,000 times per
month

* At the end of November
2012, this page was
“Liked” by 256 followers
and had average of three
posts made weekly

UF |IEAS Extension ORANGE COUNTY
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http://www.facebook.com/gardenflorida

Help to Target Audiences
One Example

* 89.5% of those attending
the Micro-irrigation classes
reported an increase in
knowledge of the basics of
micro-irrigation

e Of this group, 33% had
implemented micro-
irrigation changes in their
yard and 63% had changed
their irrigation system to be
more efficient (clock
settings and over-spray)

UF |IEAS Extension ORrANGE CounTY
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Results

* 2012

— 37 classes or educational
tours were taught

— 343 people attended
programs in the
Exploration Gardens

* Florida's nursery
industry and retailers
donated more than 800
plants with a value of
$10,720

UF |IEAS Extension =, 2 ORANGE COUNTY
UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA ] NG Q\' E RN M EN ’[‘




Questions?

* |If a picture is worth a
thousand words, then a
real plant growing in a
garden is worth a million
words!

* Exploration Gardens is a
place to show County
residents the right plant
in the right place

— Giving them the
opportunity to see a pIant

rather than just looking at
a picture

UF | LEAS Extension ORANGE COUNTY
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Extension Awareness

Santa Rosa County
Presented by: Mike Burba



MASTER 2013 Award of Excellence

SARDENLE Extension Awareness
Michael Burba
Santa Rosa County Master Gardener
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Overview

e January 2013 — Established Outreach project
* Scheduled more events

* Developed business cards to distribute

* Encouraged MG recruitment at events

* Encouraged public to use Extension services
* Saw increase in clinic contacts,

UF |22 Extension ﬂ(‘)mxgnz CouNTY
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Improvements Seen

Personal Contacts at Events Clinic Visits

2011 1461
2012 113 1760

344 2152

838 2180

725 745 (as of 6/30)

UF | IFAS Extension
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Challenges

* Volunteers who will engage public
* Expanding into focused areas

— realtor groups
— driver’s license and voter registration office

e Volunteers for clinic hours
* Concern for dropping numbers this year,
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If you enjoy the occasional msrgarita, you gan thank & small
fiying mammal. Agave tegquilona, commonl biue
agave or tequils agave, is the base ingredient of tequl

deaendent an bats far oolination,

Axhough we may not think of bats as important pollinators,
aver 300 species of fruit such 3z mangos, bananas, guavas,
dates, figs, and many others are pollinated by bats. In
addition, they pollinate such important plants as the
saguaro and organ pipe cacti, balsa wood, and the baobsb
tree in Africa.

8ats typkally feec after dark, visit flowers that open at night
and are large in size, pale or whe in color, and hawe 3
fermenting fruit odor. Most bats that visit flowers reside in
tropical or desert areas such as Africa, Southeast Asia, and
the Pacfic Isands where they are important pollinators. The
bats feed on the nectar and flower parts 3z well 3z insects in
the flowers.

Seventy percent of the bats in the world eat insects, each bat
consuming Its welght In insects each night and thus playing a
major role In controling night flying insects, 3 large
proportion of which are agricultural or human pests. They
also play a role in the survival and re-growth of rainforests as
they spread seeds while digesting their food.

Due to their nocturnal nature, siient flight, and creepy roost
sites, bats have become surrounded by much folklore, myths,
supersttions, and fears. Bats are not flying rodents, are not
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#, and do not get tangled in your
bats in the United States. As for

It rables, only about 1 In 200 bats have the
gicease compared to 1 in 3 wild raccoons. Unike other
arimals, rabld bats are not aggressive but become sluggish
and are usually found on the ground and die quickly. Itis
Important to never touch a bat found on the ground as
these bats are more Mkely to have rables and may bite in
self defense.

Bats are disappearing as they lose their roasting sites and
feeding areas to development since Florida bats prefer to
roast In mature or dead trees or caves. As they lose these
sites, they may take up residence in buldings where they can
cause problems such as 3 bad smell, dropping of feces
(guano) and urine, noise, and attraction of ather pests. We
can help by learning more about bats and thedr importance in
the environment, and dispelling some of the rumors that
have caused bats to be harassed or destroyed.

We can alzo help by preserving bat habitat on our property,
providing bat houses, and supporting conservation groups
that advocate for bats.

Effective Bat Houses for Florida:
httpy/fedis fas ufl. edu/ww230,

Bats in Buddings:
ffedis.ifas ufledu, les, MG

Conservation of Bats in Flonda:
http-//edis. fas. ufl. edu/uw251.




UF IFAS Fxtcnsmn

INTTY v Hm

FLOR DA

Manatoe County Agriculture and Extension Service
1303 17 Street West - Paimetio,
Telephome: (M41) 7224524

2=pujjmanatee Fas o® odu
Mazter Gardeners Amy Stripe & Joy Derksen, Co-edhoes
Contents reviewed & eckbec by Lisa Hickey, Extension Agent
Send a photo or gardening problem via e-mail o Be Master Gardeners
at ManzteeMGPgmall.com or vist them at the County Bxtension Office
= Monday ~ Friday 9:00 a.m. to 400 pm.; closed on Wednesday

FL 3221

Invaslon of the Body Snatchers:
The Ghoullsh New Gulnea Snall-Eating Flatworm

by Andrew Derksen, Forids Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Scents:

With its proximity to the Caribbean and a number of key
international ports, South Florida is always home to the next
invaders gradually begin to make their way north. Among
the Iatest arrivals is the slimy “New Guinea snail-eating
flatworm,” Platydemus manokwori. it has been three years
mﬂ!ﬁmdembyﬂ' Maerochrgdd\e

glmmanmﬂeﬁmmsmﬂ\anmdn
worm has become broadly distributed throughout the
Mizmi area and has possibly spread much farther sbroad.

Like 3ll fiztworms, thiz creature has a ribbon-thin bocy
without the obvious segmentation seen on an earthworm or
a leech. These slender worms range in size from less than an
eighth of 3n inch 25 juveniles to 3imost four inches in
length! They have 3 shiny dark olive-brown back with 2
single burnt orange to cream-colored stripe running down
the middle. Their belly is the pale white or grey of 3 corpse.
On their head, 3 pair of tiny grey eyespots follows the

The New Guises sasil-sating fatworm crewls slong the bark of & rottisg kg [Pleres Geos, 2014)

the slender and pointy “nose” full of chemoreceptors. These
are simple eyes capable only of discerning between light
and dark and are not used for hunting.

They ride on 2 “floating sole” of mucous, pushed forward by
tiny hairs clled dliz. Surfing forward slong this carpet of
slime, they hunt prey by tasting the sir and the ground with
chemical senzors in their nose and along their belly. Once
they come upon the slime trail left by a znail, they will flow
along it until they encounter their prey. They will overtake
the fleeing znzil 3nd may ensnare it with a sticky film of
to impede the snail's The fiatworm will

then begin to feed.

The mouth is 3 muscular white tube that is extruded from
the belly like 5 tentacle. This tube can stretch out simost
two thirds the length of the body! Flatworms will attach
their suction-cup like mouth to their prey, and then
alternate between vomiting digestive juices and

continved o0 page 3




The New Guines sneil-eating Matworn thrusts Rt feeding tube imo the
dissobdng remales of its victim, (PMlerre Gros, 2014)

continued from page 2

other caustic compounds and siurping up the dissohing
remains of their prey’s body.

They prefer to live in the same dark and moist areas that
znails might inhabit, and are most likely to be obzerved at
dawn or dusk during rainy and overcast weather. During
the day, they burrow down to hide in looze topzoil or
under cool stones, and wait for the night to hunt.

These creatures can reproduce both sexuslly and
azexuslly. The last eighth of an inch of the t3il may break
off and over the next week or zo develop a mouth and
eventually 3 head. As hermaphrodites with both male
and femazle parts, sexual reproduction requires only two
individuals. Mating fiatworms will wrap sround one
another in 3 pulsating ball of 32 many 32 2 dozen
individuals and exchange gametes. Egzs will be faid
several days later. After spproximately 3 week, a2 new
horde of flatworms will emerge to grow and hunt prey in
the undergrowth.

Bzewhere in the world, Platydemus has been
problematic when it feeds on rare and endangered

tree snails. In Hawaii, it has been implicated in the
extinction of zeversl species of rare tree zn3ils belonging
to genus Achatinelia.

Florida akso has several spedies of native tree snails
belonging to the genera Orthalicus, the “banded tree
snailz”, and Liguus, the “jewel tree zn3is”. These snails
are corzidered beneficial organisms, grazing on algae,
fungus, and lichen that might otherwize cover or sicken 3
tree. Some species of these snails are unique to Florida,
and have striking purple, yellow, and red bands — slowly
drifting through the hammock trees like living orchids.

Unfortunately, these snails are already either State-listed

threstened or Federslly protected endangered species

A colorful Lipuus jewel roe soall rocats on the bark of & gumde limbo tree
one hot efernocn in ey Large. (Andrew Derksen, FOACS 2011)

due to habitat loss, poliution, and over collection for their
pretty shells.

While Platydemus appears to hunt mostly on the ground
smong the leaf litter, this is where Florida’s tree snails
miust return to mate and lay eggs. Plotydemus has already
been obzerved to swarm and feed on these vuinerable
znzils. The predatory preszure the hungry flatworm
provides may prove to be the final nail in our native
znails” coffin.

While Florida scientists would like more information
sbout the distribution and abundance of theze creatures,
it is not recommended that members of the public touch
these fistworms with their bare hands. Aside from
carrying parasitic diseases like the “rat lungworm”,
Angrostmngyﬁ.smnm flatworms may secrete

r 15tic, or towic chemicals as 3 defensive
mechanizm when handled.

You can help by reporting this invasive species as well as
many others uzing the “lveGotl” spp for iPhone and
Ancroid phones. This 3pp is 3 joint production by the
Universities of Georgia and Florids, the National Park
Service, and the Florida Fizh & Wildiife Conzervation
Commizsion. You can take a photo with the app itself and
mail that image along with your contact information to
scientists to examine and identify your critter!

iPHONE:
https://itunes spple. u: i 1-idents
invasive/id381326170
ANDROID:
5://play. .comy's /3 Cetails?id=com.bu

wood.ivezot e




Are You Spreading Problems in the Landscape?

by Michelle Atkinson, Environmental Horticulture Extension Agent, UF/IFAS Extension Manatee County

Pruners and other gardening tools can spread dizeaze in
the landscape if not properiy cleaned and disinfected. By
disinfecting gardening tools on a regular basiz, you can help
prevent the spread of dizease. When pruningouta
dizeaze, equipment should be sanitized between each cut.
For normal pruning it is recommended that you sanitize
between each plant and commercial landscape companies
should dean tools, 3t the very least, between each job site.

Cleaning tools is as easy as 1-2-3.

1. Remove dirt and debris from tools. Tool: zhould
be brushed dean of dirt and debriz before placing in
the dizinfectant zolution. This will aliow the disinfecting
solution to reach every cutting surface. For chain saws,
it iz recommended that they be taken apart and both
the chain and bar soaked.

2. Dip or soak tools in a disinfectant solution. See
Table 1 0on page 5 for products and techniques. Tools
should be zoaked for 3t least 5 minutes. Disinfectant
zolution should be replaced at least every ten plants or
every two hours. By having multiple pruning tools, one
tool can be zozking in the disinfectant solution while
the other tool is used for pruning. Disinfectant solution
can be carried into the landscape in 3 tightly zealed
plastic bottle, wide enough zo that tools can be dipped
directly into it. Larger pruning tools can be placed into
3 5 gallon bucket to zoak while rotating between two
zets of tools. A longer zozking period may be needed
for pruning tool surfaces that are not smooth.
Sterilizing your tools iz no guarantee against plant
dizease, but it can have 3 significant impact on disease
incidence and severity.

3. Dry tools. Once the pruning tazk is complete,
disinfect one last time and dry tools with a soft cloth.
Do not sllow water-bazed cleaning solutions to dry on
the tools as they may rust the implements. In the caze
of pruning shears and other hinged tools, be sure to dry
the inside and outside biaces of the tool.

Numerous types of products can be uzed to dizinfect
tools. Tabie 1 lists the proz and conz of common products,
3z well 32 how they shouid be uzed and where they may
be purchazed.

No matter which type of dizinfectant product is selected,
diligence in using the product is important. Ideally, tools
should be dizinfected after working on every plant.
However, zince thiz practice iz not always practical, tools
shouid be sterilized a5 frequently as possible.

Tools that are regularly disinfected need to be kept in top
condition. Older blades become pitted and these ps Gan
harbor microbes that are unaffected by quick sterilization.
This is especially true of bacteria aszociated with active
cankers. Lastly, disinfectants should never be applied to
pruning wounds on plants because of their ability to further
injure the plant and prevent healing callus tizsue from
forming. Remember, keeping your tool dean helps prevent
the zpread of diseases!

Selected References: Denny, G. and G. Vallacd. 2012.
Disinfection of Horticuitural Tools. EDIS RENH1121

Lamborn, A. Disinfecting Pruning Tools. WﬂFASmeO




Table 1 - Commeon products used to disinfect horticuttural tools and surfaces.

Material Pros Cons Technigue Sources
Very effective
Quaternary Stable [solution Lietle: residual activity Fall Many commercial products
Ammonium lasis for longer N P . i “._ he (sbel are available from
Salts == ot as effective |frr1!:u.ﬂl with |directions horsiculture-supgly venders
hard water or organic matter
Mot corrosive:
Less toxic
Corrosive
More .
Hydrogen biofesracable  |Effective ononly s limited | Fallow the label :':"::::LT{_E:_: products
Dioxides number of pathogens directions I
Some products
recognized as |Life span of solution is short
“organic”
Caorrosive 10% bleach
solution [1 part
|Fumies can be harmiful bleach - 9 parts
Chlori Inexpensive wiater] Grocery and hardware stores
nie a
Eleach . 5Imrt life span nfhl::ch_ and home—improvement
Effective solution [about ¥ effectis J-minute soak centers
gone after 2 hours), reguires
fresh batches immediately Rinze with
before disinfecting tools water after soak
Immediately
Alcohal E“HElfti'-l’! (no
soaking) Wipe or dip tool
{Ethanol or |z mmabie in70-100% | CrocsTY steresand
lsoprapyl Ci.ﬂ be used as alcohal pharmacies
Alcohal) pe
Mo need to rinse
Many commercial products
Trisodium 10% solution (1 |are available at hardware
Phosphates Inenpensive Very cormosive part TSP : 9 stores and home-
[TSP=)} parts water) improvement centers [used
to clean surfaces for painting] |
Many commercial products
Pine Ol i . % H_,Im:i:!" i iwiI:hlz at gr\n-ner: and
Products Not cormosive | Mot as effective part pine oil - 3 hardware stores and at
parts water) i
home-improvement centers
Eazy to find |Little research on Full-strength Many commercial products
Household effectiveness of products spray or dip, are available at grocery and
Disinfectants | Usually not dependingon | hardware stores and at
COrTasive |Relatively expensive the duct home-imp centers

Table was reproduced fom URIFAS ELNE Publication E#{if??ﬁaﬁiﬁe'ﬁhn of Horficultual Tools




KEEPING FIT FOR
GARDENING

by Amy L. Stripe, Master Gardener 2008

Gardening in Florida is a physically
demanding activity, and as such, makes it
one of the best workouts going. You will
notice that many gardeners are trim, but
this doesn't mean they don't struggle
with physical challenges. At any age,
gardening can be the source of joint
overuse, shoulder and knee pain, low
back pain, and even herniated disks.

Palmetto-based certified fitness trainer
Tamara Bryant says these kinds of injuries
or aches and pains may largely be due to
2 lack of basic posture control. Muscle
strength (s helpful, but it needs to be
coupled with muscde control in order to
be effective in preventing injury.
Bryant, a gardener herself, stresses two
main body areas in terms of strength and
control for gardening:
- "Quads® (quadriceps, the body's
largest muscles, those of the upper leg

and thigh)
~ "Core" (abdominals and back muscles.)

Repeated bending and twisting - as we do
as gardeners - put heavy demands on
these musde groups.

She also paints out the importance of
stretching every musde group every day.
Constant use of hand pruners, for

ple, stresses tendons of the fingers.
Stretching exercises of fingers and hands
may prevent carpel tunnel syndrome and
foreshortening of musdes and tendons of
fingers. Many people, especially men,
have tight hamstrings (the muscles at the
back of your upper legs). Hamstrings help
with overall body stability and leg
strength; the longer (more stretched)
your hams are, the better your ability to
bend, walk and squat without discomfort.

Lastly, she likes to incorporate exercises
to help with balance, since as we age,
balance can become a major challenge.
So: muscle control, stretching, and
balance exercises are the three keys. See
some exercises here. These are Tammy's
“easy” versions; she always has on hand

a "harder” and “hardest™ version of the
same exercise if you want a challenge.
Quad sguats: Stand in front of a chair
with shoulders back, chest up, head
level, feet shoulder-width apart and abs
firm. Swing hips and butt back and
slowly lower into seated position. Stand
and repeat ten times. Key: keep inees
from going over toes to keep pressure
off of knees.

Core wall plank: Stand facing a wall at
arm's length. Keeping body in solid plank

| pasition, lean in and place forearms on

the wall shoulder-width apart and level
with shoulders; step feet back as faras is
comfortable, keeping body in solid plank
pasition (abs, glutes, back and legs tight).
Hold for a ten count. For added
strengthening, come up on palms, widen
arms until slightly more than shoulder-
width apart. Bend elbows to bring chest
close to the wall, then push back. Bend
and repeat ten times. Keys: keep body
straight; sagging Inwards, place strain on
low back. The further the feet are from
the wall, the mare challenging it will be.

For balance: Two balance exercises to
Incorporate in everyday activities are:

* Single leg stance: Lifting one foot off
the ground and standing on one leg
sounds easy, but isn't, espedally if you
close your eyes! Alternate legs as
you're brushing your teeth or standing
in line at the grocery store. Key: keep
your weight in the heel of the leg on
the ground.

* Walk a straight line: Putting one foot
directly in front of the other, take the
age-old sobriety test and you'll see
why marny sober people fail! Not
that easy! Key: keep head level and
eyes forward.

Mave fun with these; don't think
"exercise” but “transform-acise!”

Tamara Bryant can be reached at (941)
722-5463 or tarns@verizon.net. °

Factos from fitmomessecom and shout oo




MUSHROOMS

By Jobn Dawson, Master Gardesar 2007

Mushrooms are 2 type of fungus. Like 3i fungi, they contain no chiorophyll, and s0
depend on surrounding decaying material for their nutrzion. So what's the difference

b h and toad: ks? They're really the same thing, but some texts
distinguizh toadstools 35 the aboveground, stem and cap of the meshroom, which is its
reproductive portion. 8eneath the toadstool are the mycelia, fine white bundles of hair
Mke roat structures (hyphae) that collect nutrients. Hyphae may persist in soll, mulch, or
decaying wood for years before emerging under favorable conditions (seemingly
overnight} to develop toadstools.

Gill structures found on the underside of the cap are arranged fke spokes on a wheel. The
#ilz bold many spores that may start new mushrooms. In order to produce a mushroom, 2
spore must land on some kind of organic material that = in the right stage of
decompostion to provide food for the germinating spore. Not all mushrooms have the
classic toadstool shape. Some have short stems and non-rounded caps and look like
shelves, while others take on ather pecullar shapes and colors; ane even glows In the dark.

Some mushrooms are edible; most aren't, and some are deacly poisonous. Most
commercial edible mushrooms grow best In a moist, cool, well-ventilated place.
Temperatures need to be controlled within a range of 50-70°. Relatve humidity must
be maintaned above 70% or mushrooms may dry out and spie. Doesn't sound much ke
our part of Florida, does it? However, Florida has its fair share of mushrooms which are
usually found during our rainy season. Retired University of Florida/iIFAS Mycologist Dr.
James Kimbrough has written 3 book “Common Floride Mushrooms” which icentifies and
describes 268 species of mushrooms found In Florida's mild, subtropical cimate.

4 may mush In their lawns and andscaping. Sometimes
lswn mushrooms will form a drcular pattern known as a “fairy ring.” According to the UF
publication on fairy rings, “fairy rings” occur when large quantities of organic matter,
such as lumber, tree stumps, roots and logs, have been buried under 2 Qwn. Thatch can
alzo create 3 molst, organic layer cond! forthe hrooms. The '0Oms are not
harmful to your lawn and can casiy be picked or mowed, but will return each season
expanding ther radlus {some as much as 50 feet). Mushrooms In your awn or muiched
beds should be removed to avold accidental Ingestion by small children and pets and to
reduce spore refesse.

Muzshrooms release nitrogen to the soll, so where they are growing the grass may appear
much greener than surrounding grass arcas. Fairy rings can be managed through de-
thatching, proper lawn fertilization, and a reduction of watering. Fungkides are
avallable, but usually very expensive. Effective fungicides that contain azoxystrobin,
flutolandl, metconazole, pyraclostrobin, and triticonazole will help. For mare information
on fairy rings, please go to httos-//edis ifas. ufl.edu/Ih046. Decompasing landscape mulch
1 3 perfect feeding source for mushrooms. A common Gndscape Invader of odorous
note is the stinkhom, quite harmiess, but repugnant.

Heing a forager, | have encountered many wild mushrooms. While fun to ident#y using
field guices, I've never eaten any (wivy take 3 chance?). | have found more inedble and
toxcs than edibles, Including several of the most deadly. £ven experienced coliectors
have made mistakes and paid the consequences. Mushrooms are guite variable and ook
different at different stages of development. For every edible mushroom, there atways
seems to be one or more inedible or toxic look-alikes. If you ke eating mushrooms, buy
them In the store. If you must grow your own, get 3 good mushroom kit; however,
growsng mushrooms from 3 kit & much mare difficult than growing vegetables!

Special Note: Parents should be wary of thelr children taking o sudden interest in

mushrooms. Several “magic® mushrooms contain psychotropic compounds which
can be harmful or deadly If ingested. o




[ Date Time | Event
Fd T b0-00 4. 100 8 mh-mm Fochy Blu® Ul ary — 5750 LS Hobway 302 b, EBermae, VEiLThe Extermbon ivlozes
Saturday e Rabile and et aneers Lo yow gardening k
Ask a Master Gardener = fouth Marates Lbary - G081 25 Lerel Wi, Bradembon. Vit e Exemios bdas e
7 Saturday 0= am.-1:00 g m P pon e gt o ne .
October 3, 2015 ~ 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Agriculture and Extension Service
Master Gardener Annual Plant Sale Fundraiser
Comamon Snakes of Florkda -Thi sorkahos sill dbos e fathen and ivashes ki 2 Flodida, their habitats
Thursiday 2:00.3:30 and prevorality, and whethar yoo shoaold have concerm ¥ coe b e o laedscape. Wobe ovatier: slind Libeary;
October 8 BN £302 Marina Drive, seimes Beack, Regiter orfine Wil fmanatem fasuledu o call Le Exeesion Master
EHEE TI24524
Compost Happens - Home Composting Workshop - Leam fo burn your kchen sorapm aed yard maibe il
Friday 1003500 wialul 4ol ame rdmests, aboeg with detaib oo bow Lo st up a home comgot bin, Worksbop b feee. Compent biea
Dciober 9 P | ol bt il Fioe pistehase a8 Bhe werkshep for 500, feash or chack onbd Ragloter cnliss
n“mﬂuuunmmmmnﬁ TII-4524.
Satu Vertical Gandening = Grow us| Utlive mone ipacs in yeur gandes and make a sLaberrant by growieg
ey SO0:11000 s | wertially, Ledtn the how's and wiy as well s which plants werk Bl in Flerida sith Miiter Gardener Mairynn
i Wire il ] = i call the Extession Masli G deness 1) 722-4534.
Extension Masier Gandensr Flant ID Tour — Emserson Point Presonve - Sl teroogh Emenoes Poim
Saturday S0 1L oM e, | P s b i abacait Pl ks s bt e ihaliists of & cowital habitat. Suitabis fr all i
Dctober 10 Torur baggars Iin bwoint @eaibing anea ot SE01 L% Streel Whesl, Pl Call th E: b Wl G aech a
JBd1] WHIAEDS b vt
wmmnnlnmﬁw Poinie #r = Strell thrcggh DaSonn
Saturday Wathoral M | ane Rivervis Poiebe Freeve to e n mon aboul Flerda’ nathee planty and inhabitants of a
10 SO0-11000 s | coailal Babitat. Sitabde Nor all g m“mhﬂﬂ“ﬂdﬂmmﬂﬂmﬂk
and antess o e Gheatview Proere st 5350 Datot & rial Hog e Call tha E b Masiler
il no register (1) TI3-4534
Pw'ﬂm'l'nrﬂmp = Girire poaer rwn planits from seedh and coliegs and savs money | Learn sevweral wiers bs
Wednesd: umm-ﬂmmmmﬂmﬂmnmﬂbmmﬂum
T 002 m-Noon | Tedhs d inrchode seeding, cutlings, and ai bvring. Albernte will o b oo Culling Lo Lae
Lrcnta treme Lo progagate. Preueted by Barbara Davis, Masber Gardenen and Uua Hiceey, Ueban Horticultoes Exteesion
il i aelice 2 inf call thi Extidaion Ml & aeths s [0 T2 24574,
CoyoRE AWAFENESS - Are theve pricaullons Yor Bo e cwners b mducs cnasls enccu il Thi weodks hog wil
Friday dlisganid the hiibery of carpati 8 the Usited Stales asd Floria, theli behavdoral patteri snd habil, st Bow
16 200400 p.rm_ etpotes ane inerfacieg with cur Nestde. Can wa live i harmaorny with the copote? Yl Mobe Lecation: island
Branch Libiary - SO Marisa Db, Holsei Beach, Rmikbe onlies B0 0 inenates Tic, ull ey o call the
Exftirmiban Mailed Gardeners (048] TRI-4524.
Extensicn Master Gandener Flant |0 Tour — Robinson Preserse - Stroll roogh e Rabimen Fresesae's
Sunday 0011500 am. nah marshes to beaen mom about Florkda’s nathee plants and ehabianti of @ coscal habizat Surabbe For all age.
October 18 Toour ks in parking area by maie eeteance at 1704 99 Streel Norts Brad Call e E joe Masler
i al [41] TI2-4E2S b ik,
Taking The Mystery Out of Micro-Irigation - Tam Funar, krmaties Tedeician, will intodus o Lo mioe
5 o, Laarn hiw 1o welec, inlall, and operali your dem wbes. e ieiiation iyibem. He sl dicui wh it
7 2-00-2700 P, khpmtﬂu-num-ummﬁ.ﬁumuhhnuh Thbs clans st o
Lickoen Frgaton o oo the M [ a—— toon Kebate P
1 aelice i call kaiinh [S41] F2T-4514.
Ground Coven — Pl.lrluthtmi « Ciomelt jodn Walrie Mazsey, Hortliouture Prograim Assistant., as she
. presents how Endscaping with low-growing grownd cover plants has becomie a popalar trend In
. 00400 pm. | lndscape practices because onoe they are established, these planis nesd Ilidle or no water. Leaem
notesothy plants, e considerations, and management of these plants. Register onling
hitpefimanates. fas ufledw or call Joann [S41) 7224534 ]
ILIF TEAS Ewtesina University of Florida IFAS Extension - Manatee County
s 1303 17 5L W., Palmetto, FL 34221 Telephone: (341) T22-8524 A Eransta
M Weeh site: http://manatee s ulledu E-mail: ManabeehGEgmail com B & o
“—
e  Food wad WA o g [T st reh, a oV iy i

T Fancos with ror-diorinmraion Wit SEacT W S0, Oeed, cobar, _umm.gmm_mmmmwmum







Service to 4-H and Other Youth
Sumter County
Presented by: Ann Carraway






Special Audiences
Sumter County
Presented by: Howie Johnson



Special Audiences

Howie Johnson

Sumter County Master Gardener

IFAS Extension

UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA

Florida-Friendly ,™
Landscaping mocem w"‘ UF



http://sumtercountyfl.gov/
http://sumtercountyfl.gov/

Our Population

Of the 115,000 residents of The Villages, most are:

From other states/ countries

Unfamiliar with the plants, climate and soils of
Central Florida

Anxious to landscape their new homes

Tempted by the pretty colors and exotic foliage of
tropical plants that may not survive Central Florida

winter freezes
Making poor and often expensive landscape choices



The Objective

Develop an education program on how to plan, plant and
maintain landscapes using Florida-Friendly Landscaping™
principles.

Mission Statement: “To inform and instruct residents of The

Villages, Florida in Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ practices. This
includes the selection of plants suited for Horticultural Zone 9A,
proper water management practices and general care of
residential landscapes.”



Master Gardener Speaker Series

Monthly seminars on the selection and care of landscaping appropriate to Central
Florida, designed for an audience of senior citizens

Format
e 10 minutes welcome and introduction period
e 45 minutes presentation

e Q&A period

Added a “donate to win” component using Zone 9A plants as prizes

Publicity is key to growing attendance
e Local newspapers

¢ E mail blast to approx. 4,700 recipients of the UF/IFAS Sumter
County monthly “Gardener’s Journal”



Popular Programs

e To prune or not to prune

e Lawn care - fertilizing, irrigating, mowing & pests
* Rejuvenating landscapes

* Landscaping for wildlife

* Plant this, not that

* Growing healthy palms

e Citrus and alternatives

* Perennials in the landscape

* Container gardening and herbs

* Winter landscapes and cold protection
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Survey Results

Quantified behavior changes:

release

plants

41.1%
48.1%
33.4%
34.1%

35.6%

74.1%

86.7%

water usage declined
now water only on assigned days
use least toxic pesticides

apply pesticides as spot treatments versus broad
application

use UF recommended slow release or controlled
fertilizer for landscape plants

changed their plant selections to Florida-Friendly™

shared knowledge gained with others



